UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

EASTERN DIVISION
)
LAWRENCE E. JAFFE PENSION PLAN, )
on Behalf of Itself and All Others Similarly )
Situated, ; Lead Case No. 02-C5893
Plaintiff, ) (Consolidated)
v g Judge Ronald A. Guzman
’ ) Magistrate Judge Nan R. Nolan
HOUSEHOLD INTERNATIONAL, INC., et al., )
)
Defendants. )
)

MOTION OF HOUSEHOLD DEFENDANTS FOR EXTENSION OF TIME IN
RESPONDING TO PLAINTIFFS’ DISCOVERY REQUESTS

Defendants Household International, Inc., Household Finance
Corporation, William F. Aldinger, David A. Schoenholz, Gary Gilmer and J.A. Vozar
(collectively, the “Household Defendants”) respectfully request that this Court grant a
brief extension of time for responding to Plaintiffs’: (1) Second Set of Requests for
Admissions; and (2) Third Set of Interrogatories. Specifically, the Household Defendants
request one week to respond to Plaintiffs’ Second Request for Admissions (until April
12) and two weeks to respond to Plaintiffs’ Third Interrogatories (until April 19).
Defendants requested this extension from Plaintiffs on Monday, April 3; but Plaintiffs

refused this request. (See Exhibit A).



In support of the motion, the Household Defendants cite as follows:

1. Plaintiffs served their Second Set of Requests for Admissions numbered 3

through 57 on March 6, 2006 (the “Second Requests for Admission”). Plaintiffs also

served their Third Set of Interrogatories numbered 19 through 56 on March 6, 2006 (the

“Third Interrogatories™).

2. Although the Third Interrogatories are styled as 37 interrogatories,
there are many discrete subparts making the interrogatories even more voluminous.
Including all discrete subparts, the Household Defendants calculate that this third set

contains at least 60 interrogatories.

3. The Household Defendants have been working on responding to the
Second Requests for Admission and the Third Interrogatories since they were received.
However, due to the volume and the complex nature of the requests, the Household
Defendants are not able to complete their responses within the 30 days provided by the
Federal Rules. See Fed. R. Civ. P. 33(b)(3), 36(a). Defendants note that the 30 day limit
provided in Rule 33(a) contemplates a party serving at most 25 interrogatories (including
all discrete subparts) — a smaller number than Plaintiffs’ Third Interrogatories contain.
Furthermore, the Federal Rules expressly contemplate a longer time to respond to
interrogatories either as ordered by the court or agreed to by the parties. See Fed. R. Civ.

P. 33(b)(3).

4. Thus, as a matter of professional courtesy, on Monday, April 3, the
Household Defendants requested a brief extension of the deadline from Plaintiffs: one
additional week for the Second Requests for Admission and two weeks for the Third

Interrogatories. Plaintiffs refused this request. (See Exhibit A).



5. Plaintiffs can show no prejudice from this brief extension to respond to
their discovery requests. Although Plaintiffs cite to the current May 12, 2006 discovery
cut off as a reason for denying the Household Defendants’ request, this is mere
gamesmanship of the most obvious kind. Reasonable people understand that the May 12
discovery deadline will be extended, and the Court so stated at the March 9 conference.
See March 9, 2006 Transcript of Proceedings — Motion Before the Honorable Nan R.

Nolan at 78 (“I am going to extend the discovery cutoff, but I am not going to do it today

7))

Wherefore, the Household Defendants respectfully request that the Court
grant one additional week to respond to Plaintiffs’ Second Requests for Admission (until

April 12) and two additional weeks to respond to Plaintiffs’ Third Interrogatories (until

April 19).
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